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Technical Assistance Opportunity
The Estuary Partnership manages a Habitat Restoration Program for the lower Columbia River and estuary. Over time, the Estuary Partnership has identified that the most successful habitat restoration projects are those that have highly developed project designs and well articulated scopes. To help provide access to highly skilled professional services to help fill these needs, the Estuary Partnership has developed a Technical Assistance Program. By providing technical expertise to restoration partners, the Estuary Partnership aims to provide project sponsors with the upfront technical skills they may need to develop, design, and implement, larger, more complicated restoration projects, to better scope out projects designs, to better estimate construction costs, and to generally increase the quality and thoroughness of habitat restoration project design and planning. The Estuary Partnership anticipates these services will help restoration partners reduce upfront risks; improve designs and techniques; reduce unanticipated construction issues; expedite permitting; and accelerate restoration activities. The ultimate goal of the technical assistance project is to increase the quantity and improve the quality of habitat restoration projects in the lower Columbia River. 
Potential services available will include: conceptual designs, engineering, hydrology, geotechnical, and other technical services often necessary to scope, design, and implement large, complicated restoration projects. These services are available to any potential restoration project sponsor, and will be provided by firms already under contract to the Estuary Partnership. 
Application Process

There is no deadline for application submittals. Applications will be considered on a first come, first serve basis until funds are depleted.

Applicants requesting technical assistance should complete the online Technical Assistance Application form and return it to the Estuary Partnership via email to Tom Argent, Technical Contracts Administrator (argent@lcrep.org; telephone 503.226.1565, ext. 242). For more information, to discuss project ideas, or to ask questions about the application process, please contact Estuary Partnership Habitat Restoration Coordinator Evan Haas via e-mail (haas@lcrep.org) or by telephone at 503.226.1565, ext. 238

Funding Request Guidance

The Estuary Partnership anticipates up to $110,000 may be available for technical assistance projects, and the Estuary Partnership anticipates funding multiple projects. All projects must be consistent with the Estuary Partnership Management Plan to be considered for funding. 

Application Evaluation Process

Applications will be evaluated based on the applicant’s management goals for the site; consistency with the Estuary Partnership’s Management Plan, subbasin plans, and recovery plans; potential change in habitat structure and function; potential increase in habitat opportunity and capacity for ESA listed species; likelihood of further restoration project implementation and success; and cost. To be eligible for funding, projects must be located within tidally influenced areas of the lower Columbia River and its tributaries.   

Decisions are likely to be made on individual applications within four to six weeks from date of submission.
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Request for Technical Assistance – Application Form
1. Project/Site Title
2. Applicant Name 

3. Applicant Staff Contact 

Name/Title:   

Address:   

Telephone Number: 

Email:  
4. Type of Assistance Requested (e.g., scoping, conceptual design, engineering, geotechnical, etc.) (may be more than one)
5. Location 

Provide a specific description of the project’s location and property ownership. Please include latitude and longitude coordinates in decimal degrees. Please provide a map and photo of the project site. 
6. Timeline for Technical Assistance
Anticipated Length:

Requested Start Date:

Requested Completion Date:

Identify any existing or potential circumstances or considerations that may impact the anticipated timeline of the technical assistance project.
7. Estimated Cost for Technical Assistance (based on prior experience) 

Total Cost:   


$__________   

Estuary Partnership Share: 
$__________    

Applicant's Share*     

$__________ 

*Cost share is not required. However, applicants are encouraged to demonstrate partnerships, in-kind support, staff time, and/or any funds they will be contributing to this project.  

8. Narrative  

Please include the following information in your application. The information will be the basis for evaluating funding for applications. This section shall not exceed two double-sided pages, single spaced, using no less then one inch margins and 11 pt. font.
A. Describe the site and where it is located in the lower Columbia River and estuary. Provide information on the site’s current habitat conditions and your goals for developing projects at the site. Provide a description of the problems you anticipate addressing at the site and anticipated methods. 

B. If a potential restoration project has been identified, please describe it and how the technical assistance forwards the implementation of the project.
C. Identify the salmonid species that currently use the site and how they may be affected by the technical assistance and the resulting restoration project(s). Please specify which Evolutionarily Significant Units (ESUs) could benefit from restoration project(s) resulting from this technical assistance.
D. Describe the technical assistance needed and why. Provide details on any anticipated challenges associated with the technical assistance project, any unique skill sets or experience that may be required. Are there any deadlines or scheduling constraints?  How will this technical assistance advance the restoration project towards implementation? Describe any immediate next steps.
E. Has pre-project or baseline monitoring data been collected at the site?  Describe the type of data and results. Describe any baseline information for designs or modeling that has been collected. 
9. Relationship to Existing Programs

Describe how your goals for the site are consistent with and will implement aspects of the Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership’s Management Plan and other plans, including the Lower Columbia Fish Recovery Board’s Lower Columbia Salmon Recovery and Fish & Wildlife Subbasin Plan, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s draft Lower Columbia River Conservation and Recovery Plan for Oregon Populations of Salmon and Steelhead, NOAA Fisheries draft 2008 Biological Opinion for the Federal Columbia River Power System, and NOAA Fisheries Columbia River Estuary ESA Recovery Plan Module for Salmon and Steelhead? 

10. Management

Who will manage the technical assistance from your end and ensure the successful completion? What is their experience in similar projects? 

11. Authorized Signatory 

I certify to the best of my knowledge that the information in this application is true and correct and that I am legally authorized to submit this information on behalf of the applicant. 

	Printed Name 
	Signature 

	Title 
	Date 


Please submit the completed application to Technical Contracts Administrator Tom Argent

argent@lcrep.org
Tel: 503.226.1565 ext 242

For more information, to discuss project ideas, or to ask questions about the application process, contact:

Estuary Partnership Habitat Restoration Coordinator Evan Haas

haas@lcrep.org
503.226.1565 ext. 238
Or Technical Contracts Administrator Tom Argent

argent@lcrep.org
503.226.1565 ext 242
Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership

811 SW Naito Parkway, Suite 410
Portland, OR 97204

www.lcrep.org

