WHAT IS ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE?

EPA (Environmental Protection Agency), 1994

The fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people
regardless of race, color, national origin, or income with respect to the

development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws,
regulations, and policies.

Fair treatment means that no population, due to policy or economic
disempowerment, is forced to bear a disproportionate share of the
negative human health or environmental impacts of pollution or
environmental consequences resulting from industrial, municipal, and
commercial operations or the execution of federal, state, local and tribal
programs and policies.
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American Community Survey (ACS), 2016-2020 (5-year) data for the following estimates:
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N State of Washington

- - Social Vulnerability Index (Census Tract) 2022
‘ ‘ Dr Leslie P. King, Cartographer
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Vanport City Vacation School, August 1943. Oregon Historical Society, Neg. OrHi 78867. The Oregonian











Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
City of Vanport, Oregon, May 1948
At the time of flooding, Vanport was Oregon’s 2nd largest city





In the heart of the Albina district, the corner of North Williams and North Russell was once the center of a small yet thriving

business district. These businesses were torn down in the early 1970s as part of large-scale urban renewal projects. Photo circa
1962.
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THE RED LIN

Redlining is a term for discriminatary housirg practices in which
real exfate sgenis, banks, landlords, and city gavernmert canspire
1o canfire African Americans or other recial and ethnic mincrities
1o certain neighborhoods. The redined areas seen here are from
a 1938 Partland residential security map. Rediining has been doc-
umenied in Porlland from the 19205 until 2s recenliy as the 1990s.
Racially based housing discrimination persisis in the Portland area
1o ihis day.

URBAN RENEWAL

Urban renewal refers ta the urban planning practices iniliabed by
the Federal Housing Act of 1249, which encouraged “the =imi- ILLINGS RTH
nation of substandard ard ather nadeguate housing through the T ERNO!
dearance of sluns and bighted areas. * By the 19605, it was

popularly referred o as “negra remaval,”®
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
More than just Vanport
Racial Covenants- Sundown Laws
Zoning
Redlining
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The Racist History of Portland, the
Whitest City in America

It's known as a modern-day hub of progressivism, but its past is one of
exclusion.

By Alana Semuels




Oregon's Black Exclusionary
Laws

Oregon was founded with three Black exclusionary laws. The first was when
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Oregon outlawed slavery. The law gave slaveholders two years to remove their

male slaves and three years to remove their female slaves. At that point, the
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be subject to lashing.

It was called Peters Burnett’s Lash Law and the law stated that the lashings
v_:w-nmm-"fw":fm?"'i'?rﬁf had to be no less than 22 times but no more than 39 times. Peter Burnett is
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quoted as saying, “the object is to keep clear of that most troublesome class
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Again, Oregon passed a law stating that “it shall not be lawful for any negro or
« Article XVIII, from the State Constitution. Section of Oregon State mulatto to enter into, or reside” in Oregon. Finally, when Oregon became a E T E R B U R N E T T
Constitution outlining slavery and exclusion laws, from the 1857 state it included in its Bill of Rights a clause that prohibited Blacks from being
document distributed to Oregonians. Courtesy Oreg. Hist. Soc. in the state, owning property, and making contracts. Thus, Oregon was the
Research Lib., Belknap 295 first state to enter into the Union as a “whites only” state.

OREGON PIONEER AND
FIRST GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Oregon had largest KKK chapters west of the Mississippi– OSP, judges, elected officials (17th Oregon Governor Walter Pierce, 1922-26)
Peter Burnett, Provisional Government 1844, created “Lash Law”
Burnett later became California’s First Governor, California Supreme Court Justice, died wealthy developer and banker
Burnett is named on frieze in Oregon House of Representatives


Areas with Disproportionate Exposure
to Degraded Air Quality

DPM due to on-road vehicles

Population per km?
167 T 5157

D Portland Metro Area
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Detail
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Figure 2. Distribution of the highest concentrations of NO; in areas with the greatest number of people.
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Presentation Notes
NO2 and DPM emissions as measured along major highways
Note– I-5 built through Albina neighborhood


10 Facilities and People of Color (POC) by Population Share
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Example of type of graphic created by Prof Linda George in PSU STAR Lab (post Midterm)
Example of type of graphic created by Prof Vivek Shandas in PSU SUPR Lab (pre Midterm)
Visual representation that demonstrates patterns of systemic racism via zoning practices
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Construction of Veteran’s Memorial Coliseum, 1950s
Demolished and displaced hundreds of homes and businesses in historically Black neighborhood of Albina
Created urban heat island
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Presentation Notes
Cyanobacteria (Upper Klamath Lake)
Known liver toxin/carcinogen




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2002 (post Bucket Brigade), Bush Administration authorizes water to go to farmers/irrigators over salmon
Results in largest salmon kill in US history, approx. 80K fish
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Natural Wildlife Refuges– once known as “Everglades of the West”
Wetlands were “reclaimed” or drained and turned into farmland, now only receive water after the farmers
Wetlands got so little water that waterfowl swimming in shallow puddle stirred mud containing botulism
Resulted in 80K+ waterfowl deaths
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Presentation Notes
Mormon Crickets
Biblical plagues of grasshoppers annually since 1921




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Veteran’s ”Pickle Jar” Lottery (post WW II)
86 of 2150 chosen to receive 160 acre homestead
Many sourced building materials for their farms/ranches from the now-abandoned Tule Lake Internment Camp

Eleanor Bolesta (1947), only female veteran to receive land in Klamath Project farm “Pickle Jar” lottery of 1946
Served in US Navy WAVES program (Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service)
Eleanor grew up farming in Kansas and was bored by her post war post as a secretary in Civil Aeronautics Administration in Everett, WA
Her husband had been wounded while serving as a Marine in Guam.  Eleanor’s former boss was working at the Klamath Falls Naval Air Station and advised she apply
Patriotic event at Klamath Armory– Klamath Union High School Band played, drawing covered on national radio.  She drove to Klamath Falls after hearing she won…


THE KLAMATH TRIBES:
KLAMATH | MoDpoc | YAHOOSKIN



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Klamath– Chinook word for River; Klamath people call themselves Máklak meaning people
Chiloquin, seat of the Klamath Tribes, is surrounded by Winema National Forest, which was owned by the Tribes pre-Termination
Chiloquin located at confluence of Williamson and Sprague Rivers, which join with the Wood River to create Upper Klamath Lake
Klamath Tribe terminated in 1954, Winema Forest heavily logged post acquisition
Tribal members received given pittance one-time payouts– Klamath Tribes went from richest to poorest



TERMINATION

Beginning in 1953, Congress
seeks to abolish tribes and
relocate American Indians.

Congress passes a resolution
beginning a federal policy of
termination in 1954, through
which American Indian tribes
will be disbanded and their land
sold.

The companion policy of
relocation moves Indians off of
reservations and into urban
areas.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Klamath Tribes restored 1986
Dances/celebrations on previous slide are part of Annual Restoration Celebration (Chiloquin)
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Presentation Notes
More than simply learning his story or history, how about learning the story?  ALL of it…
The Story of the Japanese in Oregon
120K people of Japanese ancestry falsely imprisoned, 70% were American citizens





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
More than simply learning his story or history, how about learning the story?  ALL of it…
The Story of the Japanese in Oregon (Issei, Nisei and beyond)
1942 with Japanese making significant advances in Pacific, President Roosevelt signed Exec Order 9066 authorizing removal all Japanese Americans from the West Coast
Hood River Japanese sent directly to Tule Lake Internment Camp via Union Pacific Railroad (that they themselves had built), a.k.a. ”Train of Tears”


Lower Golumbia River and Estuary
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The Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership
Social Vulnerability Index (Census Tract) 2022

Dr Leslie P. King, Cartographer
December 2024

Social Vulnerability Index
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The Social Vulnerability Index (SVI) as
defined by the Centers for Disease
Control 1s the degree to which a
community exhibits certain conditions
that affect its ability to prevent human
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Social Vulnerability Index (Census Tract) 2022
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November 2024
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