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Vanport City Vacation School, August 1943. Oregon Historical Society, Neg. OrHi 78867. The Oregonian






Vancouver-Portlan







FL.OOD! (1948)

May 28, 1948:
River gage in Vancouver reads 28.3ft at 4:00 pm

May 30, 1948 (Sunday of Memorial Day Weekend):
4:17 pm, railroad berm acting as a dike gives way
Note: Vanport residents had recetved an early morning

notice that day ensuring of them of their safety

Jun 1. 1948:
Columbia River crests at 30.2 feet

Refugees, 1948. Oregon Historical Society, Neg. OrHi 90163. (Oregon Historical Society)
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VANPORT TO AILBINA*

Many real estate agents wouldn’t sell to
families of color, most forced to relocate to

Albina

The Albina District (Woodlawn,
Humboldt, King, Vernon, Boise, Sabin,
Eliot, Irvington, Lloyd District) becomes
Portland’s singular Black neighborhood with
a thriving jazz scene — The Dude Ranch,
The Cotton Club

1955:

Portland acquires Vanport, now site of
Portland International Raceway (PIR)

1971:
Heron Lakes Golf Course opens

In the heart of the Albina district, the corner of North Williams and North Russell was once the center of a small yet thriving
business district. These businesses were torn down in the early 1970s as part of large-scale urban renewal projects. Photo circa
1962.
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THE RED LIN

Redlining is a term for discriminatary housirg practices in which
real exfate sgenis, banks, landlords, and city gavernmert canspire
1o canfire African Americans or other recial and ethnic mincrities
1o certain neighborhoods. The redined areas seen here are from
a 1938 Partland residential security map. Rediining has been doc-
umenied in Porlland from the 19205 until 2s recenliy as the 1990s.
Racially based housing discrimination persisis in the Portland area
1o ihis day.

URBAN RENEWAL

Urban renewal refers ta the urban planning practices iniliabed by
the Federal Housing Act of 1249, which encouraged “the =imi- ILLINGS RTH
nation of substandard ard ather nadeguate housing through the T ERNO!
dearance of sluns and bighted areas. * By the 19605, it was

popularly referred o as “negra remaval,”®
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Figure 1. City of Portland map of Zone | single-family residential areas, 1927
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Figure 10. Map Racially Concentrated Areas of Affluence: Percentage of Households Living at 140%
Median Family Income (MFI) and Percentage of White Population above Citywide Average, 2019



THE RED LINE

Redliring is a ferm for discriminatory housirg practices inwhich
raal exfate agenis, barks, landlords, and city gavernmert canspire
1o confire African Americans or other recial and ethnic minerities
1o certain neighborhoods. The redined areas seen here are from
a 1938 Partland residenlial security map. Redlining has been doc-
umenled in Porlland from the 19205 until 2s recenliy as the 153(0s.
Racially based housing discrimination persisis in the Portland area
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The band Rated X featured Norman Sylvester who is one of the narrators of The Albina Soul Walk.
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The construction of Interstate 5 through North Portland in 1963 resulted in the destruction of hundreds of homes and

businesses and bisected the historically Black Albina neighborhood.
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The Racist History of Portland, the
Whitest City in America

It's known as a modern-day hub of progressivism, but its past is one of
exclusion.

By Alana Semuels




Oregon's Black Exclusionary
Laws

Oregon was founded with three Black exclusionary laws. The first was when
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Oregon outlawed slavery. The law gave slaveholders two years to remove their

male slaves and three years to remove their female slaves. At that point, the
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be subject to lashing.

It was called Peters Burnett’s Lash Law and the law stated that the lashings
v_:w-nmm-"fw":fm?"'i'?rﬁf had to be no less than 22 times but no more than 39 times. Peter Burnett is
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quoted as saying, “the object is to keep clear of that most troublesome class
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Again, Oregon passed a law stating that “it shall not be lawful for any negro or
« Article XVIII, from the State Constitution. Section of Oregon State mulatto to enter into, or reside” in Oregon. Finally, when Oregon became a E T E R B U R N E T T
Constitution outlining slavery and exclusion laws, from the 1857 state it included in its Bill of Rights a clause that prohibited Blacks from being
document distributed to Oregonians. Courtesy Oreg. Hist. Soc. in the state, owning property, and making contracts. Thus, Oregon was the
Research Lib., Belknap 295 first state to enter into the Union as a “whites only” state.

OREGON PIONEER AND
FIRST GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA

R. GREGORY NOKES







1844: First of three (3) Black Exclusion Laws,
adopted by the Oregon Territory
Burnett’s Lash Law

1857: Third Black Exclusion Law, adopted into
Constitution at time of 1859 Statehood

1926: Black Exclusion Law rescinded via
Constitutional Amendment



Portland Harbor Superfund
Site

Connecting to the Willamette River

United States Environmental Protection Agency Region 10
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Areas with Disproportionate Exposure
to Degraded Air Quality

DPM due to on-road vehicles

Population per km?
167 T 5157

D Portland Metro Area

80th Percentile of

NO2 Concentration
Detail
J\ Major Freeways

Figure 2. Distribution of the highest concentrations of NO; in areas with the greatest number of people.
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10 Facilities and People of Color (POC) by Population Share
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10 Facilities and People of Color (POC) by Population Share
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Air Temperatures and Inequities
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Extreme Poverty

Asian and Elderly Communities are less

likely to have access to heat refuges.
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
IMPACTS

WEATHERING EFFECT
 Dioxins (PCBs)

e Carcinogenic (Cancer Causing)

e Lead

e Neurotoxin (Cognition, Behavior & Development)

* Oxides (Carbon, Nitrogen & Sulfur)
* Highly Lethal/Fatal (Respiratory Arrest)

* Ozone/Particulates
e Chronic Respiratory llinesses (Asthma)







Veteran musician Calvin Walker (left) is one of the narrators of The Albina Soul Walk. Paul Knauls (right) owned the legendary
Portland jazz and R&B venue the Cotton Club.




Albina One

Rental Under Construction

Albina Vision Trust and Edlen & Co. will develop 94-units of family-focused affordable
housing with priority to displaced or longtime residents of North/Northeast Portland
under the City’s Preference Policy.




THE SHIPYRADS, STCCL MILLS AMD AAILROADS THAT B HT BLACKS TO ALBIAA HEAVILY POLLUTED THE WILLAMETTE
RIVER, THE LOWER PORTICN DECLARLID THE PORTLAMD HA SUPCRFUMD SITE ) 2000 THE INTERSTATE HICHWAYS
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GREEN SPOTS. THIS DISPARITY HEMDERS THE MEMHBORHOOD AW URBAN HCAT ISLAND. AVCRAGING 7 DEGREES HOTTER

THAN THE REST OF THE CITY.

THE WFLATION REDUCTION ACT OF 2027 MNCLUDES S1S BILLION FOR THE US FOREST SERVICE'S URBAN RND
COMMUNITY FORESTRY PROGRAM, AGEMCY LEADERS PLAN A COMPETETIVE GRANT PROCESS TO ALLOT FUNGING TO
ORGAMIZATIONS SUCH AS THE ALBINA VISION TRUST, A NONPROFIT DEDICATED TO INCREASING URBAN GREEN SPACE.
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Albina District Time Lapse Albina District Storymap

G IV AN
“* [IBlack-occupied.,
' dwellings, 1950

Stepping into Portland:Stories
Exploring the Histories of Black Displacement in Portland

Dr: Molly Hiro, Grace Fortson, & Vy-An Nguyen
April 26, 2021



https://projects.oregonlive.com/publishing-prejudice/whitewashing-destruction
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/265861cdea5641ab908a1faeccfb5a0f

Stubborn Twigs

Stubborn Twigs

The Oregon Nikkei

Dr. Leslie P. King, ].E.D.I. Master
October 31, 2024


https://arcg.is/1KLbyC4
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