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Two hundred fifty years of slavery. Ninety years of Jim Crow. Sixty
years of separate but equal. Thirty-five years of racist housing policy.
Until we reckon with our compounding moral debts, America will never
be whole.
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Clyde Ross, photographed in November 2013 in his
home in the North Lawndale neighborhood of Chicago,
where he has lived for more than 50 years. When he
first tried to get a legitimate mortgage, he was denied;
mortgages were effectively not available to black
people. (Carlos Javier Ortiz)
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Sharecropper boys in 1936 (Carly Mydans/Library of Congress)

The Case for Reparations by Ta-Nehisi Coates - The Atlantic https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-repar...

5 of 59 9/22/2017, 7:01 AM



The Case for Reparations by Ta-Nehisi Coates - The Atlantic https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-repar...

6 of 59 9/22/2017, 7:01 AM



The Case for Reparations by Ta-Nehisi Coates - The Atlantic https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-repar...

7 of 59 9/22/2017, 7:01 AM



The Case for Reparations by Ta-Nehisi Coates - The Atlantic https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2014/06/the-case-for-repar...

8 of 59 9/22/2017, 7:01 AM



A 1939 Home Owners’ Loan Corporation “Residential Security Map” of Chicago shows
discrimination against low-income and minority neighborhoods. The residents of the areas marked in
red (representing “hazardous” real-estate markets) were denied FHA-backed mortgages. (Map
development by Frankie Dintino)
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The story of Clyde Ross and the Contract Buyers League
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Explore race, unemployment, and vacancy rates over seven decades in Chicago. (Map design and
development by Frankie Dintino)
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Click the image above to view the full document.
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Slaves in South Carolina prepare cotton for the gin in
1862. (Timothy H. O’sullivan/Library of Congress)
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In this artistic rendering by Henry Louis Stephens, a
well-known illustrator of the era, a family is in the
process of being separated at a slave auction. (Library
of Congress)
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A postcard dated August 3, 1920, depicts the aftermath of a lynching in Center, Texas, near the
Louisiana border. According to the text on the other side, the victim was a 16-year-old boy.
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In August 1957, state police pull teenagers out of a car during a demonstration against Bill and Daisy
Myers, the first African Americans to move into Levittown, Pennsyvlania. (AP Photo/Bill Ingraham)
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The September 1966 Cicero protest against housing discrimination was one of the first nonviolent
civil-rights campaigns launched near a major city. (Associated Press)
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Click the image above to download a PDF version of The Atlantic’s April 1972 profile of the Contract
Buyers League.
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Ethel Weatherspoon at her home in North Lawndale. After she bought it in 1957, she says, “most
of the whites started moving out.” (Carlos Javier Ortiz)
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Deputy sheriffs patrol a Chicago street in 1970 after a dozen Contract Buyers League families were
evicted. (Courtesy of Sun-Times Media)
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Visit North Lawndale today with Billy Brooks
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Billy Brooks, who assisted the Contract Buyers League,
still works in the neighborhood, helping kids escape
poverty and violence. (Carlos Javier Ortiz)
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Nahum Goldman, the president of the Jewish Claims
Commission (center), signs 1952 reparations
agreements between Germany and Israel. The two
delegations entered the room by different doors, and the
ceremony was carried out in silence. (Associated Press)
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If you wish to comment, you may do so here.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

TA-NEHISI COATES is a national correspondent for The Atlantic, where he writes about
culture, politics, and social issues. He is the author of The Beautiful Struggle, Between
the World and Me, and the forthcoming book We Were Eight Years in Power.
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