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Implementing Natural Climate Solutions



~22,000 “Farms”

97% “Family Owned”

Ag = 2nd Largest Land Use 

2/3 of Ag land will change hands 
over the coming 2 decades

Agriculture in Oregon
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Purpose

Increase the economic viability of Oregon’s 
agricultural operations and economic sector

Enhance fish or wildlife habitat, water 
quality, and other natural resources on 
Oregon’s working land

Reduce conversion and fragmentation 
of Oregon’s “working land” 



Setting Future Farmers up for Success

Be at the Table

Engage with Change

Focus on “Big Picture Basics” (Food, Water, Shelter)

Bring “Tools”
• Stabilize and enhance the base resources

for future generations

• Facilitate transitions in land management
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Grant Programs “Tools”

Working Land Conservation Covenants 
and Easements (*stabilize resource base)

Conservation Management
(*enhance resource base)

Succession Planning 
(*facilitate transitions)

Technical Assistance 
(*support human capacity)



Natural and Working Lands Fund:

$750,000 (OAHP) + $1,500,000 (“Open 
Solicitation”) to OWEB to provide grants to 
projects that have carbon sequestration and 
greenhouse gas emissions reduction benefits

2024 = Public Engagement Process

2025 (est.) = Grant Solicitation and Awards

Oregon Climate Action Commission
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Natural Climate Solutions: Activity that 
enhances or protects net biological carbon sequestration on 
natural and working lands, while maintaining or increasing 
ecosystem resilience and human well-being.

Climate Smart Agriculture: Farming, ranching or 
forestry practices that reduce greenhouse gas emissions or 
sequester carbon.

Farm Viability: The ability of a farmer or a group of 
farmers to maintain an economically viable farm business

Oregon Agricultural Heritage Program
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Increase riparian areas 
beyond the edge of field



Develop and Implement conservation measures

Payment for Ecosystem Service 

Leverage Federal Farm Bill investments

Conservation Management Planning

Operator

OAHP

Holder



Plan Development

Photoof Wahl Farm: OWEB

Define Strategies to:
• Enhance Habitat

• Terrestrial
• Aquatic

• Improve Water Quality
• Nutrient Retention
• Sediment Retention

• Sequester Carbon



Plan Development 
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Estimate Value (of Ecosystem Services 
Delivered through Plan Implementation)

• Habitat
• Water Quality
• Carbon Sequestration 



Plan Implementation
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Get Paid (for Estimated Ecosystem Services 
Delivered through Plan Implementation) 

• Habitat
• Water Quality
• Carbon Sequestration



Draft



Conservation Management Plans
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Conservation Management Plans
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Technical Assistance

Working land projects or programs that lead to:

Conservation management plans or 
Working land conservation easements



Program Updates

Natural and Working Lands Funding Outreach

Short Session Funding 

Upcoming Commission Meetings

Upcoming Solicitations 

Upcoming Rule Making 

Upcoming Open Seats on the Commission 
• Fish and Wildlife

• Farmer/Rancher

• Agricultural Water Quality

• Natural Resources
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Thank You!



Conservation Management Plans

(1) A summary describing how the conservation management plan meets 
OAHP’s purpose;

(2) The contact and location information for the agricultural landowner or 
operator and conservation management plan holder;

(3) Relevant background and context of the working land and operation;

(4) Inventory, including site characteristics and current management;

(5) Short- and long-term social, economic, and conservation goals of the 
agricultural landowner or operator;

(6) Resource analysis and identification of resource and management concerns;

(7) Identification of potential plan activities and a justification for the activities 
that were selected for implementation;
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Conservation Management Plans

(8) The implementation plan, including a budget;

(9) If applicable, a maintenance plan for infrastructure associated with the plan 
that may affect neighboring lands if not maintained over time;

(10)The expected agricultural, fish or wildlife, water quality or other natural 
resource outcomes, and related social outcomes of the plan once implemented;

(11) How the conservation management plan will be evaluated and managed;

(12) A conflict resolution protocol for the agricultural landowner or operator and 
the conservation management plan holder if the grant program would fund the 
implementation of the plan; and

(13) The term of the plan.
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